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‘IN THE DAYS OF JOASH . . .’ 
2 KINGS 11-12 

 
[St Mark’s Northbridge, March 8, 2020 – All Services] 

 
 
1. Simplistic Assessments. 
 
The other day I was speaking to a friend on the phone and he was telling me about someone 
I haven’t met before.  My friend said “he’s a really good bloke”. And I understood 
immediately what he was trying to communicate, and it was meaningful- to a certain extent.  
But it’s also true, isn’t it, that a phrase like that- “a really good bloke”- is always going to be a 
simplistic assessment isn’t it?  It definitely doesn’t tell you the whole story does it?  What 
makes him a really good bloke?  What is it about his character that gives people confidence?  
But also, what parts of his life are exceptions to the rule?  What are those parts of his 
personality or character that still need some work?  In what ways is he not entirely good?  
Because we all know that none of us are perfect.  We’re all a mixture of good and not so 
good. Aren’t we? 
 
Nevertheless we’re drawn to these simplistic assessments of others.  Life feels somehow 
simpler when we put people in neater categories.  Good bloke.  But don’t care for him.  
Friend.  Foe.  On the same page as me.  Coming from a different perspective.  Part of my 
tribe.  Doesn’t really fit in.  Simplistic assessments are easier. 
 
And it’s tempting to look at people in the Bible the same way.  Moses- good bloke.  Pharaoh- 
wicked.  David- good king.  Saul- bad king.  But it’s not that simple is it?  Moses wasn’t 
always a good bloke.  And David wasn’t always a good king.  Simplistic assessments can be 
useful as far as they go.  But they don’t ultimately serve us that well- not when it comes to 
really understanding what human beings are like, and not when it comes to seeing how God 
is at work in us. 
 
Today we come to the life of King Joash.  And it’s tempting to put each new king we read 
about it in either the “good king” or the “bad king” bucket.  But as we saw with Jehu last 
week, it’s not always very easy to do that.  And once again with Joash we’re invited not to 
settle for a simplistic assessment but to see the ways in which he did rule Israel very well.  
But we also need to see his failures. 
 
The story of his life is told to us over these two chapters.  Chapter 11 focusses on what 
happened before Joash took the throne.  Then chapter 12 tells us about what happened 
after Joash took the throne.  Let’s remind ourselves of what we read. 
 
2. Before Joash Takes The Throne (11:1-21). 
 
 - protection 
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Chapter 11 begins with a furious woman named Athaliah murdering people.  Athaliah was 
the mother of Ahaziah.  And Ahaziah was the King of Judah before he was killed by Jehu1.  
And Athaliah is in quite a rage.  She decides that if Ahaziah can’t be king then she’ll be a 
great replacement.  But it wasn’t standard practice for the Queen Mum to take over the 
throne if her son died, and she knew that.  So she decided she better start eliminating all the 
alternatives.  Verse 1 says she ‘proceeded to destroy the whole royal family’. 
 
However, not everyone in the family thinks this is a good idea.  So there’s a woman named 
Jehosheba- Ahaziah’s sister and presumably Athaliah’s daughter. She decides she better 
find a way to protect Ahaziah’s son- Joash.  He was the rightful heir to the throne and she 
didn’t want to see her mother murder him too. So she quickly grabbed him and took him into 
hiding.  He was just a one year old baby at the time.  Wisely, she hid Joash in a room in the 
temple under the care of a nurse.  Meanwhile, Athaliah carried on as queen.  Verse 3 says 
that for six years, she ruled the land.  But all that time, Joash was hidden away.  Protected 
by his aunt Jehosheba, with the help of the temple priest.   
 
 - coronation 
 
But once he turned 7 his protectors thought it was time to make their move.  Jehoiada the 
priest gathers a large group of soldiers and reveals to them that the rightful heir to the throne 
is actually still alive.  And he enlists the help of the soldiers in protecting Joash so that he 
can actually now be crowned king. 
 
And the soldiers do exactly as they’ve been asked to do.  They surround young Joash as 
Jehoiada officiates at his coronation.  Verse 12. 
 
[Read 11:12] 
 
It’s significant that he’s not only given a crown for his head, but also the law of God for his 
heart.  That’s what it means when it says he was presented with a ‘copy of the covenant’.  
He’s given the law of God so that he will know how to live and rule in a way that’s pleasing to 
God2.  His kingship is off to a good start. 
 
But of course, Athaliah hears the commotion of the coronation from across the city.  So she 
turns up at the temple to find out what’s going on.  And to her great surprise she sees young 
Joash wearing a crown.  And she tears her robes in anger.  And in a moment of incredible 
irony, verse 14 tells us she yells out “Treason!  Treason!”. But of course, if anyone’s guilty of 
treason it’s her!  She’s the one who took the crown that was not rightfully hers and who tried 
to eliminate all her rivals.  So the priest here has her arrested and put to death. 
 
 - covenant 
 
                                                           
1 9:27 
2 This is according to what is prescribed in the law for the kings- Deuteronomy 17:18-20. 
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And then we come to verse 17. 
 
[Read 11:17-18] 
 
He’s a faithful and wise priest this Jehoiada.  He invites young Joash to make promises to 
God about his kingship, and he reminds him that God is committed to him.  And then he also 
invites King Joash and the people to make promises to one another.  And they do. 
 
And it’s fascinating, isn’t it, what they do immediately after that.  They go and tear down the 
temple of Baal.  They destroy its articles of worship.  And they put to death Baal’s priest3.  
No sooner have they pledged their allegiance to God in a new way, and it becomes 
immediately obvious to them that there’s no place for idolatry.  They act swiftly to destroy 
that which would be a rival to God in their affections.  And that’s instructive for us I think.  
This sort of instinct is commended to us everywhere in the Bible.  It’s why Jesus says that 
his disciples will cut off their hands or pluck out their eyes rather than risk going to hell.4  It’s 
also why Jesus tells the rich ruler to sell everything he has before he comes and follows 
him5.  And it’s also why Jesus tells a would-be disciple that he shouldn’t first go and bury his 
father before he starts following Jesus6.  If God is the one true God then there’s no place for 
the worship of other “gods”.  If Jesus is the Lord, then there’s no place for half-hearted 
discipleship; there’s no place for having one foot in his kingdom and one foot in the world.  
Verse 18 here challenges us just like 10:31 challenged us last week.  Are we following Jesus 
with all of our heart?  Do our hearts belong to Jesus without rival claims?  Does our 
allegiance to Jesus mean we’re tearing out of lives anything that competes with Jesus for our 
affections? 
 
Well, after this, 7 year old King Joash is led down from the temple to the palace where his 
reign begins.  And with Athaliah’s threat out of the way, and with the rightful king installed, 
there is throughout the land a joyful calm.  Real peace.  Verse 20. 
 
[Read 11:20a] 
 
3. After Joash Takes The Throne (12:1-21). 
 
 - doing right (but not all the time) 
 
Then, when we come to chapter 12 we hear more about what transpired after Joash took the 
throne.  And the chapter begins with a big-picture review of Joash’s reign.  Let me read you 
again from verse 2. 
 
[Read 12:2-3] 
 

                                                           
3 Cf. Deuteronomy 13:6-11. 
4 Matthew 5:29-30 
5 Mark 10:21 
6 Luke 9:59-60 
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So once again we hear about what a good influence Jehoiada the priest was.  He led young 
Joash to do what was right in the LORD’s eyes.  But unfortunately, he did not do right all the 
time.  He continued to allow people to worship God in places other than the temple7- despite 
the fact that God had made his wishes about this plainly known8.  He tolerated inappropriate 
worship.  This was not right in the eyes of the LORD.  
 
So there’s no room for a simplistic assessment here.  He’s not just a “good king”. Nor iss he 
simply a “bad king”.  He did right so much of the time.  But he too gave in to compromise.  
And we know all about that don’t we? 
 
 - repairing the temple (but not protecting it) 
 
But then after verse 3, most of the chapter is given over to a description of how Joash 
oversaw repairs to the temple.  He made sure that money brought into the temple was used 
for this purpose.  He even removed the responsibility for the repairs from the priests when it 
became obvious that they were distracted and weren’t committed to the task.  And he then 
entrusted the work to tradesmen he could depend upon, and he entrusted the financial 
management of the project to people of complete honesty- verse 15.  And he did all of this 
whilst continuing to provide for the priests- verse 16. 
 
So, despite the fact that we already know Joash tolerated the worship at the high places 
when he should not have, he nevertheless seems like someone who really does a high 
regard for the temple and who wants to express his love for God by seeing the temple cared 
for.   
 
But then, tragically, we read verses 17-18. 
 
[Read 12:17-18] 
 
This is really a depressing failure on Joash’s part.  When the king of Aram attacked he had 
choices.  He could have assembled his army to fight bravely.  Even better, he could have 
called out to the LORD for help.  But instead he chose to pay him off.  And what’s worse, he 
disrespected God and his temple in the process.  These were sacred articles.  They were for 
worship.  They certainly weren’t to be used in a desperate attempt to ward off attack from 
foreign armies.   
 
So once again we see that Joash is neither all good nor all bad.  On the one hand he 
repaired the temple with great dedication.  But on the other hand he failed to protect the 
holiness of the temple at a crucial moment. 
 
 - a productive reign (but not forever) 
 
And then the final things chapter 12 says about Joash are in verses 19-21. 
                                                           
7 Cf. Solomon and others- 1 Kings 3:2-3, 15:14, 22:43 
8 See Deuteronomy 12 
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[Read 12:19-21] 
 
Verse 19 reminds us that repairing the temple was not all Joash achieved as king.  There 
were other events in his reign and other things he did.  There’s every reason to believe he 
was a productive king.  But of course, he didn’t rule for ever.  At the age of 47 he was cut 
down.  And it’s striking I think that people went to great lengths when he was a boy to protect 
his life.  But now he’s assassinated with seemingly no one to defend him. And his kingdom 
passes to another. 
 
And his story, like the story of every other king in history, reminds us that you can be very 
productive, you can achieve many great things, you can conquer many enemies.  But you 
can’t vanquish death.  It always vanquishes you. 
 
4. In The Days Of Joash . . .  
 
Time now for some conclusions.  What can we say about life in the days of Joash?  And 
what does it mean for us now?  As we finish, let me point out three things about these 
chapters which matter for us today. 
 
 - there were the king’s supporters and the king’s opponents 
 
Firstly.  In the days of Joash there were the king’s supporters and the king’s opponents.  This 
is highlighted in particular by the way the story of his life both begins and ends.  In the 
beginning there was Athaliah who was trying to take his life.  She was definitely an 
opponent.  But at the same time he had strong support- enough to keep him safe.  His aunt 
Jehosheba and Jehoiada the priest were his great protectors.  But then at the end of chapter 
12 we read about Hazael King of Aram who was definitely an enemy.  And finally we read 
about those opponents from within his own royal court who brought his life and his kingship 
to an end- Jozabad and Jehozabad.  Joash’s life was marked by a protective start but a 
murderous finish.  And it seems significant to me that the narrative is bookended in that way.  
It’s a reminder that the people you trust in to protect you may not always be there.  Those we 
rely on for help may not always be able to give us what we need.  And the Bible actually 
shows us that time and time again.  To be honest, I think life shows us that time and time 
again.  God-willing there will always be supporters in our lives- those with whom we’re safe, 
those we can trust and count on.  But there will likely also be those who don’t like us, who we 
don’t feel safe with, and who we can’t trust.  Especially when you’re a Christian.  In fact the 
New Testament teaches us to expect that everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted9.  We will be opposed.  That was the experience of Jesus wasn’t it?  
Both support and opposition.  And it will be our experience too. 
 
 - the kingship was good and bad 
 

                                                           
9 2 Timothy 3:12 
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But also, secondly, in the days of Joash the kingship was good and bad.  It was good.  Yes.  
The temple was wonderfully repaired.  Joash did was right in the eyes of the LORD.  As far 
as kings go, he was a good bloke.  But that’s not the whole story.  It never is, is it?  Simplistic 
assessments just don’t cut it.  Because Joash’s kingship was also bad.  He tolerated the high 
places in disobedience to God.  And he sacrificed the temple’s holiness to protect his own 
hide.  His heart was not all God’s.  He was compromised. 
 
And if at the end of the day he couldn’t always rely on the people around him to be 
trustworthy, the truth was that the people he ruled couldn’t always rely on him either.  
Because he was a sinner.  He was trying hard on his best days to please God.  But he was 
nevertheless, disappointingly, and inescapably a sinner.  
 
Sound familiar?  Of course it does.  He’s like us.  We’d all like to think of ourselves in 
simplistic terms wouldn’t we?  I’m a good bloke.  Basically I’m a really nice person.  I’m 
reliably above average. But, of course, it’s not the whole story is it.  We may be doing our 
best to please God.  On our best days anyway.  But we are, nevertheless, disappointingly, 
and inescapably, sinners.  And just as we find that we can’t always rely on the people around 
us, so too we must admit that the people around us can’t always rely on us.   
 
And I’m not just speaking for some of us this morning/evening, but for all of us.  How do I 
know?  The Bible tells me so.  Over and over again in fact.  But let me remind you for a 
moment of 1 John 1:8-10. 
 
[Read 1 John 1:8-10] 
 
In the days of Joash, the king was someone whose walk with God was just like mine.  And 
yours. 
 
 - God was keeping his promises 
 
But thirdly, and finally, in the days of Joash God was keeping his promises.  It would be 
possible to miss this I think.  But it’d be tragic if we did. Because we have to remember that 
in the background to these chapters is the promise God made to King David many years 
before.  He promised him that one of his descendants would be on the throne forever.  
Ahaziah was one of his descendants.  So was Joash.  But did you see how close we came 
at the start of 2 Kings 11 to the line of David being cut off?  If the ambitious Athaliah had had 
her way, all of David’s descendants would have been rotting in the ground while she began a 
new dynasty.  But no.  Jehoshebah and Jehoiada stood in the way.  And they were 
instruments in the hand of God.  Because as they protected baby Joash, God was protecting 
baby Joash.  God was protecting the house and line of David.  God was keeping his 
promise.  God was proving himself faithful. 
 
And did you hear how 2 Kings 12 ended.  Joash was assassinated.  But it was his son who 
succeeded him as king.  His son Amaziah.  In the line of David.  That promise!  Through all 
the twists and turns of the politics in these chapters.  Through all the righteousness and 
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wickedness of the players on this stage.  Through every page of every chapter of this 2 
Kings story.  That promise!  Kept.  Preserved.  By that God.  That faithful God.  The God 
whose word never fails. The God whose people can rely on him. 
 
And if anything from this narrative speaks to us today, that does.  In a world where you can’t 
always rely on people, and in a world where you can’t even rely on yourself, there is a God 
who can be completely trusted.  A God who can always be relied upon. 
 
He’s the God who many years later put to rest any fears people may’ve had that the promise 
to David would fail.  He put those fears to rest by installing one of David’s descendants on 
the throne permanently.  Eternally.  He was a king people could depend on.  He was a king 
whose heart was all God’s.  He was a king with whom people were always safe.  And still 
are.  He was a good bloke- literally, and there’s nothing else to that story.  He was someone 
for whom simplistic assessments can actually be made, although it’s not even remotely 
simplistic to say that he was a man who walked the earth without sin, and who never once 
failed to do what was right in the eyes of the LORD.  Even to death.  And he was the one 
king who was not vanquished by death, but who vanquished it.  And he lives and reigns 
today.  It’s March the 8th 2020 and Jesus is on the throne.  And all who know him and trust 
him- all who rely on him, are indwelt by a profoundly joyful calm10. 
 
Romans 10:10-11: 
 
‘For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never 
be put to shame.”’ 
 
 
 

                                                           
10 Cf. 11:20. 


