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SERMON  –  24-01-2021 

Matthew 4:12–25 

“Come Follow Me” 

In 2010, Harvard psychologists conducted a study, checking in with people at random times 
during the day. They wanted to understand what people were doing at a specific moment in 
time. What subjects their minds were focused on, their thoughts, feelings and actions, as they 
went about their day to day lives. 

They concluded, 47 % of every waking hour, people were not paying attention, they were 
thinking about something, other than what they were doing.  

On average people check their phones 58 times per day  

85% of Aussies over the age of 13 have active social media accounts.  

Recently week when I was reading my Bible on my Bible App, I noticed a message, I spent the 
next 20 minutes answering email. 

Our world is full of distractions and priorities. 

This is the world we live in. The world in which, Jesus graciously but radically, invites us: “to 
come follow him”. 

And we need to ask ourselves: Can we pay attention long enough and are we up, for following 
Jesus on his terms, not ours?  

This morning our journey towards understanding Jesus continues as we visit a few more “stops” 
along the way. 

We began in chapter 1 with an insightful genealogy, before the build-up to Jesus birth, in 
chapter 2 we learnt of Jesus life as a child living as a refugee in Egypt and then fast forward a 
few decades Matthew introduces us, not to an adult Jesus but John the Baptist, an unusual 
bloke who was preparing the way for one more worthy – Do you remember Simon Flinders 
called him “John the outshone”.  

In the last few verse of chapter 3 Jesus is baptised and we have that wonderful affirmation in 
chapter 3 verse 17  

Read 3:17 

Jesus is then led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness, and as Pat so helpfully explained last 
week, comes face to face with the devil, tempted in every way, fighting our fight, victorious so 
that in our temptations and struggles we have a risen Christ by our side. 
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And now we’ve arrived at chapter 4 verse 12.  

Read 4:12-13.   

John the Baptist’s willingness to speak the truth had got him arrested and he finds himself 
behind bars. 

Our world really hasn’t changed that much. Many claim to want to know the truth, but do they 
really? What if that truth disrupts their plans, challenges their lifestyle or confronts what’s the 
latest trend - they don’t want to listen to God or know the truth and so they silence and 
disregard those who want to speak up  

It’s at this time Jesus moves to Galilee and we take another step on our journey, because in 
Galilee Jesus goes public.  

The first things that strikes me about this passage is the geography. 

• Jesus withdraws to Galilee - verse 12. 
• He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum which: “was by the Lake in the area of 

Zebulun and Naphtali” - verse 13. 
• Then in the quote from Isaiah chapter 9: Zebulun and Naphtali are mentioned again, and 

we learn they’re “beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles” which we could just as 
easily be “Galilee of the nations”.  

• In verse 18 Jesus is: “Walking beside the Sea of Galilee”. 
• In verse 24 “News of Jesus spreads all over Syria”  
• And in verse 25 (read verse 25) 

It seems Matthew wants his readers to be very clear about the significance of where Jesus is 
located.  

Jerusalem was the centre of Israel’s religious life, the temple, the “holy of holies” the place of 
God’s earthy presence is in Jerusalem.  

It’s the natural place God’s anointed messiah and King would make his priority. 

But instead, Jesus basically moves to the boondocks.   

Capernaum was about as far away as you can get and still stay in Israel.   

Capernaum was on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, it was an unremarkable, remote fishing 
town in the territory of Naphtali and close to the territory of Zebulun. 

Naphtali and Zebulun being allotments of land that had given to two of the lesser known tribes 
of Israel. 
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Significantly, the Galilee region was not exclusively Jewish, it had also become a hub for Roman 
and Greek culture.  

So why did Jesus move there? 

Read verse 14. 

Each step of the journey with Matthew, has been seasoned, with Gods promises, spoken 
through the Old Testament prophets, faithfully being fulfilled in Jesus. So too here, through the 
prophet Isaiah, we read:  

Read verses 15 and 16.  

Isaiah turns his eyes to the northern extremities of Israel. He’s describing a land of gloom, fear, 
anguish and darkness, likely because this is where the Assyrian army would start their assault 
and humiliation of Gods people.  

The poetry is as powerful as it is devastating: Judgement and death were casting their shadow.  

But into the darkness, comes light. Radiant sunshine rising to bring in the dawning of a new day 
of transformation and hope.    

The light promised centuries before, through Isaiah, now manifests itself, in the flesh, in an 
unremarkable fishing town on the shores of the sea of Galilee.  

The light of salvation shines, not only for Israel but for the whole world  

A promise for all nations, fulfilled in a place of all nations.   

We don’t live in Northern Israel, but we are of all nations. 

We still live in our own shadow of death – our world is fallen and dark, with stains of human sin, 
all around us.  

But that radiant light of salvation, transformation and hope is still shining.   

The message, John the Baptist preached, and the message Jesus begins to preach, here in verse 
17, hasn’t changed. 

Repent, the kingdom of heaven has come near. Turn away from your sin – turn away from the 
shadow of death and judgement. Face Jesus and stand in his radiant light of salvation and hope. 

But the journey Matthew is taking us on doesn’t stop here, because when Jesus began to 
preach, he also began to gather disciples. 

Read verse 18-19 
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Peter and Andrew and then in verse 21, James and John, were fisherman. They weren’t men of 
influence, they were uneducated and most likely they would have had very little choice being 
fisherman, it’s just what their family had done for generations.  

And yet Jesus goes searching for them and offers them an invitation.   

It’s an invitation they could have never be earnt.  

Jesus doesn’t choose them because they’re smart, influential or they’ve got their act together – 
it’s not because of anything they’ve done or who they were.   

Brothers and sisters, Jesus invitation, of “come follow me”, is an invitation of grace to all of us. 
Undeserved and unearned.  

But it’s also radical.   

Look with me at verse 20. 

Read Verse 20 and then again in verse 22 (read verse 22) 

Whilst we do know in the context of the four gospels these disciples would fish again and 
reconnected with families. Jesus invitation and the disciple’s response here, in chapter 4, is 
unsettling.  

Immediately, these four men put down the source of their identity, all they would have 
imagined life to be about. They left behind their father and family the source of their 
inheritance and livelihood.  

It wasn’t their old life plus Jesus, it was all Jesus  

When we accept Jesus invitation, to “come follow me”, we don’t get to choose. 

Of course, most of us still need to work, put a roof over our heads, put food on the table, pay 
the bills. BUT, following Jesus does mean a new beginning, a willingness to allow Jesus to 
transform us, shape us and renovate us.  

For some Jesus even says: “come follow me” to difficult, dangerous places.  

Several years ago, now I met a young guy at a Bible college. Before coming to college his big 
question was: where’s the most unreached place in the world? The answer that came was 
Yemen. He finished college got married and now has three young children. They don’t live in 
Yemen, but they live in a place that Yemini refugees come. I visited them 18 months ago and 
where they live is an extremely difficult place to live. But God in his goodness is changing hearts 
and there are new followers of Jesus.   
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Maybe there are questions going around in your head: Why on earth would I follow Jesus, is it 
worth it and why would I give that level of authority to Jesus over my life. Well, let’s see if these 
final verses give us some answers.  

Read Verse 23-25 

These verses might very well answer your questions in a number of ways. 

It could be the power of Jesus message, it could be his awesome authority, but yet compassion 
as he healed the overwhelming pain and suffering of so many with diseases, mental illness, 
deformities and demon possession. 

For me, my questions and doubts are answered because Matthews eyewitness account, only 
reinforces, Jesus is who he says he is. His message, the healing, the miracles and the power over 
evil in themselves attest, God’s King is real and he’s present.   

 So how do we respond? 

We’ve already touched on several ways to respond as we’ve worked through the passage. So, 
one response for those who aren’t followers of Jesus and one response for those who are.  

There’ll be some of us here this morning that haven’t responded to Jesus invitation of grace. 

I’m keen to highlight to you, the message, the invitation and the one who does the inviting, 
hasn’t changed. The only thing that has changed, is the urgency: the return of Jesus and God’s 
final judgement are 2000 years closer. 

In a few more chapters: we’ll read these words of Jesus: 

Read Matthew11:28-30.  

From one who responded to the invitation to “come follow Jesus” later in life it’s not a promise 
of smooth sailing but it is an invitation of renewal, joy, hope and purpose. When I look back over 
the last 20 years, Jesus has always been true to his word he’s been gentle with me, he’s always 
been accessible as I pray and read God’s word. It’s an RSVP I’ll never regret. 

 

For those of us who have already received and responded to Jesus invitation to come follow me 
I’d like us to think about the “nations” 

Over the years many people have asked why I wanted to go to Bible college? 

And you know, the short answer is, I just wanted to know Jesus better. 

But as I got to know Jesus better, spent time in God’s word, from beginning to end, I began to 
grasp that God’s heart, is for people from every tribe, nation and language, to come to him. 
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God promises Abraham: “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you”.  

God sends Jonah to the Assyrians challenging them to repent. 

Through Amos, God affirms Jews and gentiles together will make up his remnant.   

Isaiah concludes with God sending his people to distant lands declaring his glory and gathering 
people of all nations. 

Here in Matthew 4, Jesus is God’s gift, to all people, as he proclaims “good news” to Galilee of 
all nations.    

God could send Angels, he could send visions or dreams and sometimes he does, but primarily 
God’s desire is that we as followers of Jesus, take the good news of the kingdom to those who 
don’t know. 

A friend not so long ago asked Laura who’s been serving in Afghanistan for over 10 years: 
“what if you’re forced to leave Afghanistan” - with tears in her eyes, pleading not to be sent 
back   – this is what she said - “who’ll tell the women in the prison about Jesus – I can’t leave”. 

Brothers and sisters as followers of the Lord Jesus, are we content, just to have salvation for 
ourselves, when that was never God’s intention.  

Are we prepared to pay attention long enough and follow Jesus on his terms not ours? 

Will we pray, will we give, will go, will we leave our “nets” and follow him? 

Because just like Jesus did for Peter, Andrew James and John, walking alongside the lake. He 
says to us: 

Read 4:19 

 

 


